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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 02098 021915Z 
ACTION PM-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO MCE-00 ABF-01 OMB-01 TRSE-00 
IGA-02 AID-05 EB-08 ACDA-12 INR-07 /054W 

012683 021930Z/43 

P R 021905Z FEB 78 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5478 

INFO CDR USASAC ALEXANDRIA PRIORITY 

SECDEF WASHDC 

JCS WASHDC 

DA WASHDC 

USMISSION USNATO 

USDEL MC BRUSSELS 

AMEMBASSY LISBON 

CH MAAG LISBON 

USNMR SHAPE 

CINC EUR VAIHINGEN 

CDR TARCOM WARREN 

DSAA/JFMO LOWRY AFB 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 02098 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MASS, MORG, MPOL. PO, GW 

SUBJECT: TANKS FOR PORTUGAL: NEED TO EXPEDITE DELIVERY 
OF TANKS FROM U.S. STOCKS 

REFS : A) BONN 1819 DTG 3 1 1 1 40Z JAN 78 (NOTAL) 

B) LISBON 575 DTG 231715Z JAN 78 (NOTAL) 

C) LISBON 460 DTG 181712Z JAN 78 (NOTAL) 

D) BONN 882 DTG 171723Z JAN 78 (NOTAL) 

E) BONN 20328 DTG 071721Z DEC 77 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS REPORTED IN REF A, ON JANUARY 28 THE GERMAN 
GOVERNMENT (STATE SECRETARY SCHNELL OF THE FRG DEFENSE 
MINISTRY) SIGNED THE U.S. LETTER OF OFFER FOR THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 02098 021915Z 

NECESSARY CONVERSION IN THE U.S. OF 18 GERMAN M-48 
TANKS FROM A-2 TO A-5 CONFIGURATION. AT THE MOMENT 
OF SIGNATURE, THE GERMAN TANKS TECHNICALLY ENTERED 
U.S. CUSTODY UNDER THE TERMS OF THE LOA. 

2. ODC BONN IS CURRENTLY TAKING STEPS TO ENSURE THAT 
THESE TANKS PHYSICALLY ENTER U.S. CUSTODY AS SOON AS 
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POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, WE UNDERSTAND THAT, NOW THAT THE 
LOA IS SIGNED, THE PROCESS OF DISPATCHING AN EQUAL 
NUMBER OF TANKS TO PORTUGAL FROM U.S. STOCKS CAN BEGIN 
AT ANY TIME AND NEED NOT AWAIT U.S. PHYSICAL CUSTODY 
OF THE GERMAN TANKS. 

3. SINCE THE GERMAN ACTION ON THIS PROJECT HAS ALREADY 
TAKEN FAR LONGER THAN EXPECTED, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT NO 
ADDITIONAL TIME BE LOST. THE EMBASSY THEREFORE URGES 
THAT WASHINGTON ENSURE THAT THE TANKS FROM U.S. STOCKS 
ARE SENT TO PORTUGAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THIS 
US-FRG COOPERATIVE EFFORT WITHIN NATO CAN BE BROUGHT TO 
A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. 

MEEHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY SALES, TANKS (COMBAT VEHICLES) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BONN02098 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780050-0565 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978021 03/aaaadisy. tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: be756dcd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BONN 1819 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3434810 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TANKS FOR PORTUGAL: NEED TO EXPEDITE DELIVERY OF TANKS FROM U.S. STOCKS 
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